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My Lok p, | | 

HE Deſire of Contributing Something, 

though weak, and inconſiderable, to- 
wards Publick Reformation, a Thing ſo ar- 
dently and ſo juſtly wiſh'd for, by all Serious 
Perſons, has induced me to republiſh, at 
this ſolemn Seaſon, and with the Addition of 
my Name to it, the little Tract, which 1 
ſubjoin to This Addreſs, . 

Upon the former Publications, I thought 
it 7 no Conſequence to make the Author 
known; but have been now perſuaded, 
that the Curioſity, which would probably 
be raiſed, upon the Appearance -; a new 
Writer, might procure it a more general 
Reading, and that, where Inſtruction was 
not wanted, it might at leaſt excite Con- 
ſideration. Sd 

But, my Lord, to anſwer that End ef- 
fectually, and at the ſame Time to add ſome 
Degree of Favour, and Prepoſſeſſion to the 
Curioſity of a Reader, I have taken the Li- 
berty of inſcribing it to your Lordſhip, with 
whoſe Knowledge, and Approbation it was 
originally publiſh'd ; and of ſending it into 
the World under the Cover, and Paſſport 
of your reſpected Name. | 

A 2 And 
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And having now alſo put upon Paper 
ſome farther Reflections of the ſame Nature, 
and Tendency with Thoſe in the Piece thus 
republiſh'd, of which ſome have ariſen from 
an Object not then exiſting, and others are 
not ſo directly adapted to the ſame Species 
of Readers, I have rather choſen to annex 
Them to this Addreſs to your Lordſhip, 
than to make Them an Addition to that 


Former Trac. 


The folemn, and dreadful Diſtinction of 
the ' Preſent Time, from any, with which 
our Age has been acquainted, and the new 
Warnings to Repent leſt we periſh, which 
God has lately given to Us, —to all Europe, 
Land perhaps to all Mankind, - may poſſi- 
bly, juſt at this Inſtant, recommend a ſerious 
Thought to the Lighteſt Thinker : And as 
Thoſe Things, which appear'd harmleſs and 
indifferent, became Engines of Vengeance 
in the Hands of God, ſo Thoſe which are in 
themſelves inſignificant, even this Foolrſhneſs 
of unqualified Preaching, may become In- 
ſtruments of his Mercy. : 

I know that by this Intimation of my 
Opinion concerning the late deſtructive 
Earthquake, I ſhall incur the Cenſure of 
Many, — for it ſeems faſhionable to attribute 
it to Second Cauſes, and it is call'd Unchari- 
zable to think it a Judgment. 


15 
As to the Firſt, I have neither Inclination, 
nor Ability to enter into philoſophical Rea- 
ſonings concerning it. It by Second Cauſes 
any Man means Accidental Ones, He-is a 
Denyer of Providence in the Scripture Senſe 
of it, which afſures Us that the Smalleſt 
Earthly Things are Objects of the conſtant 
Care, and Attention of Almighty God, and 
that not a Sparrow (how much leſs a 
City ?) falls to the Ground, without our Fa- 
ther. He will therefore not be convinced 
by ſuch Arguments as Chriſtians are con- 
vinced by. 8 
If it be meant that theſe Second Cauſes are 
under the Direction of the Fi, but act in 
Conſequence of a Diſpoſition made, from the 
Beginning, in Correſpondence with his infi- 
nite Fore-knowledge, There is no Diſpute 
that I know of, in which Religion is con- 
cern'd, with the Supporters of ſuch a Doc- 
trine, We are equally of Opinion that the 
Thing was the Lord's Doing ; and the De- 
termination reſulting from what was ſaid by 
our Saviour himſelf, with reſpect to a Caſe. 
differing rather in Degree than in Kind, 
muſt juſtify us in ſuppoſing, tho' without 
entering into Particulars, That the Wicked- 
"neſs of Thoſe who ſuffer'd; was a Cauſe of 
their Suffering. | | 
This however is ſaid to be Uncharitable,— 
I am very ſure that upon the foot of Goſpel 
| Doctrine, 
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Doctrine, which above all Things recom- 
mends Charity to Us, It cannot be prov'd 
to be ſo. | | 

Beſides, it might not be improperly aſked, 
To whom it is Uncharitable. Not certainly 
to the Living: For the true Charity to 
Them, upon ſuch an Occaſion, confiſts in 
exhorting Them .to take Example by the 
Puniſhment of Others. | 

Charity to the Dead is indeed commend- 
able, But neither Reaſon, nor Religion can 
require it to be exercis'd to the Prejudice of 
the Living. 

Surely the partial Tenderneſs of Wicked 
Men for their Brethren in Iniquity, does not 
deſerve the Name of Charity; nor their in- 
tereſted Repreſentations both of Sinners, and 
Sin itſelf, as leſs Sinful, than the Scripture 
ſtiles Them, and leſs attended to by the Pro- 
vidence of God. There is indeed a truly 
charitable, and juſt Tenderneſs towards the 
Wicked: It is the Tenderneſs of Thoſe, 
who, Themſelves deteſting every Species, 
and Inſtance of Rebellion againſt Heaven, 
{et it before Men in it's true light, and per- 
ſuade their Fellow Creatures, and Fellow 
Subjects, from their Knowledge of the Ter- 
rors of the Lord, to render Themſelves Ob- 
jets of his Mercy. 

This is, as appears to Me, the Duty of 
every Good Man, as Opportunities may 
| ofter, 
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offer, under the Goſpel Injunction of Charity. 
When you are converted yourſelf, You are 
to ftrengthen your Brethren, But it is more 
particularly, and conſtantly incumbent upon 
Some amongſt Us. And it muſt be ac- 
knowledg'd to have been perform'd upon 
this great Occaſion, with a Zeal, and Af- 
fection, and Energy ſuitable to the Cauſe. 

| Yet I cannot but doubt whether the Way 
often follow'd of ſetting forth the Profliga- 
cy of the Preſent Age, beyond the Exam- 
ple of Former Times, be well judged, and 
adapted to the End It 1s intended to an- 
ſwer. 

For it is (in the firſt Place) poſſible, that 
It may not be true: At leaſt it is impoſſible 
to prove the Truth of it. 

2dly It ſeems rather probable that there 
is as much of real Virtue in the World as 
Formerly. In this Nation particularly, there 
is, I ſuppoſe no Man, or Woman, who can- 
not name ſeveral, whom They believe to 
be ſincerely Good, and Pious. And it ſeems 
really Uncharitable to call Thoſe by the hard 
Names of Methodiſts on the one Hand, or 
Formaliſts on the other, who give publick 
Proofs of Devotion towards God, and Be- 
nevolence towards Man. 

e Comparative Method of ex- 
poſing Vice, may ſeem to ſome to carry a 
duppoſition, that God's Judgments have 

Fes? likewiſe 


[8] | 
likewiſe, Reſpect thereto, which ſeems not 
very conſiſtent with our Saviour's Declara- 
tion, I tell you, Nay, but except ye repent, 
e ſogll all Ae periſh. 
- qthly—lt is likely that Some, who ſhould 
be he better for ch Re preſentations, and 
Threatnings, may, upon the C Credit of Hiſtory, 
8 with their Inſtructor: and particular- 
if They ſhould chance to have look d into 
x Sermons preach'd ſoon after the Reſto- 
ration, they would have there met with ſuch 
horrid Pictures of the Profligacy, Prophane- 
neſs, and even Atheiſm of thoſe Times, as 
might induce. Them to believe the World 
rather mended, than become more Corrupt, 
And, in Conſequence of .that Belief, . They 
might be in Danger of lofing all the Benefit 
intended Them by the pious Labours of their 
Author, or Preacher; and be tempted. to 
draw a Concluſion with reſpect to the. Judg- 
ments of God, by no means tending to the 
farther Advancement of Religion, and Virtue, 
80 that upon the Whole it ſeems to Me, 
that we had better ſtill be governed by the 
Advice of the Preacher, in the Old Teſta- 
ment: © Say not Thou, What is the: Cauſe 
«* that the Former Days were better than 
«© Theſe ? For thou doſt not enquire wiſely 
* concerning This“. 
But tho this Comparative Repteſentation 
of the Moral State of a People be, excluded, 


chere 
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there! is ſucely ſufficient Room, and Founda- 
tion for the moſt earneſt Exhortations to Re- 
pentance and Amendment, in all Chriſtian 
Countries, to both Sexes, to all Parties, and 
Sets, to Clergy as well as Laity, to Great 
Sinners, and to Small. 

One might argue from the Order of Pro- 

vidence If God winked at the Idolatry of 
Heathens, for many Ages, Will He do 
the fame, for as long a Time, at the Idola- 
try of Chriſtians ? 
Is it not probable that he will expect, that 
our Improvements in Religion and Virtue, 
ſhould keep Pace with Thoſe in Learning, 
and "Sox. Slay | 

Will he not require a greater Degree of 

Piety from Chriſtians in general, than from 
| Pagans From Reform d, and Inlightned, 
than from Ignorant, and Deluded Chriſtians. 
And is it not alſo reaſonable, that, from 
theſe Notions in particular, He ſhould de- 
mand fome Fruit of his manifold Bleſſings ? 
Some more than common Returns of Grati- 
tude, Obedience, and Submiſſion, for the 
numerous, extraordinary Interpoſitions of 
his Providence on our Behalf; and his con- 
ſtant Protection of us from the Scourges of 
Eccleſiaſtical, as well as Civil Tyranny, un- 
der which ſome other Nations have groan d, 
whil& we here have been happy in the fall 
Enjoyment of our reſpective Properties, un- 

| der 
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der the beſt, and juſteſt Princes, and in that 
moſt valuable of all Libertics, the Liberty of 
Conſcience, - 
But tho' I do not think We have ſuffeci- 
ent Authority to pronounce the 8 Age 
more corrupt than the Preceding, There 
ſeems great Reaſon to believe, that in Some 
particular Vices, and in Some Tendencies 
to Vice, We may be mote culpable Now 
than Formerly ; and that Some 988 
Claſſes of Mankind may be more Vicious. 

This is a large Field, in which it is not 
my Intention to expatiate, but only to hint 
Some Things to the Confideration of Thoſe, 
who may be more peculiarly concerned to 
correct Them, either in Themſelves, or in 
Others; For in Truth I am perſuaded, that 
the Sceds of Religion, and Virtue are not 
ſo ſparingly ſown in the Minds of Men, 
even in this decry'd Generation, as ſome 
may apprehend; but that We want Atten- 
tion to our Duty, rather than the Know- 
ledge of it, and Recollection more than In- 
ſtruction. This however 1 do not mention 
as a favourable, Circumſtance. 5 

Still it muſt,” I doubt, be confeſſed, that 
in That, which i is generally the Foundation 
of all Good or Evil Conduct, I mean Edu- 
cation, there is a viſible Deficiency with 
Refpect to the Former, the Sollicitude for 
the tuture. Welfare of Children being too 


often 
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often, and by too many, placed rather upon 
the Objects of this World, than upon Thoſe 
of che Next. Other Branches of Know- 
ledge are perhaps ſometimes, and in ſome 
Places, more. diligently cultivated in our 
Schools, than That, which deſerves of 
all others the moſt diligen} - Cultivation, 

It ſeems highly reaſonable to expect, that, 
Whereas the Errors of Pagan Idolatry, and 
the Relaxation of Pagan Morals, do, in a 
Manner, teach themſclves-to our Youth, in 
their Progreſs thro' the Books of Claffical 
Learning, The Chriſtian Religion, as being, 
beſides its truly Divine Original, the Reli- 
gion alſo of their Country, ſhould be pro- 
feſſedly taught; Leſt They be ſent to the 
Univerſities, -in a diſgraceful Ignorance of 
the One Thing Needful, and with Minds 
neither poſſeſsd of the Knowledge, nor ſub- 
dued to the Diſcipline of the Goſpel ; and 
That, at a Time of Life, when They are 
fully capable both of underſtanding,” and of 
obeying the Truth, and ought to be able to' 
give a Reaſon of the Faith; which They 
have learnt to profeſs, 


1 will not ſay there is in this Point no 


Room for Amendment. Vet I would | 
with particular Tenderneſs upon the Sub- 


ject, as not having a ſufficient Knowledge 
of the Fact itſelt, of which the apparent 


Proofs are not always to be rely d on; and 
B 2 for 
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for the Sake of thoſe Noble Inſtances of Ro- 
ligious Education, which are both the Ho- 
nour of the Preſent Age, and the Hope of 
the Next ; and to whom One may with the 
8 Pleaſure, and I hope with equal 


ropriety, apply that beautiful Exclamation 
of the Poet, 


Dii Patrii, Quorum ſemper ſub Nymine Troja eſt. 
Non tamen omnino Teucros delere paratis, 

Cum tales Anise Juvenum, et tam auc tuliſtis 
Pectora. | 


But if 3 be Any ſo nr off 
God, and Goodneſs, as to encourage their 
own Offspring in Wickedneſs ; or fo indif- 
ferent to their own, and their Children's 
Welfare, as to tolerate, and neglect it in 
Them, Let Them remember that a Day 
will come, when even Thoſe indulg'd and 
pamper'd Children ſhall appear in Judgment 
againſt Them, and perhaps not They only, 
but their Children too, and 7hezr Children's 
Children, 

This is a dreadful Conſideration, an 
worthy to be well, and frequently reflected 
an, by every Human Creature, who is, by 
his Situation, in any Degree reſponſible for 
the Conduct of Another; and by All, 
whoſe Example may either check, or pro- 
mote the Obedience due to * Laws of 
God. 

It 
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It ſeems to be the Misfortune, rather than 
any voluntary Guilt of the preſent Age, that, 
a certain Habit, and Faſhion is eſtabliſhed 
amongſt Us, to the Prejudice of Religion, 
and in which, We are all in different De- 
grees, by Compliance at leaſt, Accomplices, 
What I mean is the Diſuſe of all Serious 
Converſation in Polite Societies, and the 
Cuſtom, to which We are inured from our 
Youths, of confining our Good Will to Each 
Other, to our Temporal Concerns alone,. 
This is gone ſo far, that ſuch Mutual Ad- 
monitions, and Reproofs, as the Apoſtles 
recommend, would now paſs for Affronts; 
and the Zeal of one Priend for the true 
Intereſt of Another, is become-incompatible 
with Friendſhip. N * 
In many Companies, which yet are not 
held to be, nor are, of the worſt Kind, a 
Man would have need of ſome Confidence 
to own his Devotion to God, and his At- 
tention to his own Eternal Salvation; and 
thro Subjection to a faulty, miſplaced Baſh- 
fulneſs, he muſt even bluſh at uſing a pious 


* 
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Remedy unneceſlary, Thero- 


(14) 

There is another Complaint, the Reverſe 
of the laſt- mentioned, When the Word of 
God is quoted upon flight, and ludicrous 
— and his moſt reverend, great 
Name uſed familiarly 1 in Converſations of all 
Sorts, and even in the Midft of our Diver- 
ſions, I do not ſpeak of Common Swearers, 
Curſers, and Blatphemers. There can be 
no need of cautioning any, who have the 
leaſt Spark of Piety left, againſt ſach horrid 
Prophanations. But I would. be under- 
ſtood of Thoſe, otherwiſe conſcientious 
People, who have uſed themſelves to ap- 

eal to Almighty God, upon every trifling, 
1 without reflecting upon his ador- 
able. Majeſty, and of giving him Thanks 
upon every unworthy Occafion, without, 
either Cauſe, or Thought of Gratitude. 

When the. Indecency of this Behaviour 
is feriouſly conſidered, there: is no doubt, 
but ſuch Perſons, as are above deſcribed, 
will refrain from adding, by ſuch a wanton- 
Diſreſpect to their Maker, and Judge, to the 
Sum, already much too great, of our Natio- 
nal Provocations. 

I have ſaid Something, in another Place, 
| upon the Subject of Gaming, the Mother, 
or: Nurſe of al. Immorality, and of all Im- 
piety. But there is a leſs miſchievous Kind 
of it (at leaſt in it's Beginnings) which I 
have now my Eye aF Species of. Play, 

| not 


„ 
not deep enough * ruin, cho“ often to prin 
treſs, and which ot % ER Poſſeſſion 
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of the Affections * the Gentry, 89.90 others 
of this Nation, that thi ons of alm 
all our Duties ſeems to be facrificed to it, 
It is in ſhort the Occupation of a rf; 
Part of Mankind; and thoſe, whoſe tend 


Ages ſhould be treated with much greater 


Reverence, and ſupply'd, with more ſerious 
Thoughts, Are trained up in this School & 
Inutility. No one can, I think reflec, with 


any Comfort upon the 1 8 which this 
affords © for another if Go 


ow us another, BY that Confideratian 

may not be fo affecting. Let any Perſon, 
who would be ſorfy to be thought deficient 
either in Religion, or Virtue, and yet ſpen 
conſtantly ſo undue a Proportion of' his 
Time in this Purſuit, rather than Enjoy- 
ment, of unprofitable Pleaſure, reflett whas 
will be his Sentiments cancerning it, when 
the Account of all is to be made up. What 


Delight, 'or Self Satisfaction, the 8 : 


tion of Years fo {quander'd away wall jeld 
upon the Death bed. What Ref * 
will make of the Talents committe Kn His 
Care ;—of a Whole Life loſt to all the 5 
pores of Living ;—of an Underſtanding g 
fied to promote the Service both ol 864. 

and Man, but employed in neither; 55 
Wealth expended without Charity, an 
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of a Mind returning from whence it came 
without Improvement: This may be the 
Caſe of Many, who think not of it. | 
I have hinted above, that ſome particular 
Claſſes of People amongſt us, may be more 
vicious in This, than in Former Ages. This , 
may poſhbly be true of the loweſt Rank. 
And in That, rather. in great Cities, than in 
the Country, where I hope there is very 
little Foundation, for ſuch a Remark. But, 
if it be generally. ttue, To whom is it ow- 
ing? Let Thoſe, whoſe Examples have oc- 
caſioned it, confider, that it is their Intereſt 
to bring Things back to the former State 
of Innocence ; The Intereſt of Themſelves, 
and Their Poſterity; not only That Future 
One, which is ſo little, but This Temporal 
One, which is ſo highly valued, The 
Nobility and Gentry can no longer have 
Wealth, and Security, than the Populace 
bave Honeſty, and Religion. But the 
Faſhions muſt be ſet Above, for the Small 
will follow the Great, and Poverty will 
unitate Riches, Many Inſtances of this 
communicable Corruption might be produ- 
ced. I will venture the Ridicule of naming 
one: I mean that of regular Attendance u 
on Divine Service, and regular Keeping of 
the Lord's Day. It is a conimon Obſer vati- 
on, that to judge by the Appearance in our 
Churches, the Buſineſs of Worſhipping God, 
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for the maſt part; left to the Women, 
he Men are ſuppoſed to be otherwiſe em- 


ployed. But if the Landlord appears at 


urch, his Tenants, and Servants will, be 
there too. If he ſpends his Sunday in mere 
Amuſements, They will probably ſpend 
heir's at the Alchouſe, If Coaches and 
Chaizes were not upon the Roads on Sun- 


days, Waggons and Carts would not be 


1 .. EEE 
This Article is of great Importance: 


Perhaps of greater than generally thought, 
to the Morality, and conſequently to the 
durable Subſiſtence of a Natior, For my 


own part, I am perſuaded, that Nothing 
\Carries more evident Marks of Divine Ap- 


intment, than the Hallowing of the Se- 


J enth Day. Without This, it ſeerns pro- 


ble that the Knowledge of the true God, 
of his Laws, had been totally loſt in 


the World, and that We ſhould have long 


fin 
s EFA 
. Or 


This is at leaſt worth the Conſideration 


e fallen back into a State of Idolatry, 
theiſm. Ae 


of Thoſe, who deſire to be thought Lovers 


of Mankind, and Lovers of their Country. 


It may be thought, that, in enumerating 
. ſo many of the Ditorders, or Failures of the 


* 
« 


"plained of, the Decay of Chriſtian Faith. 


perient Times, I ſhould have taken ſome 
otice of That, which is ſo loudly com- 


But 
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But there may perhaps be good Reafon 46 
hope, that Clear bod, tho* not void 
of Foundation, may yet be too largely ex- 
tended. In Multitudes of Inſtances, a cer- 
tain Thoughtleſſneſs, and Inattention to Sa- 
cred Things, which is indeed highly blame- 
able, becauſe They are the only Things tru- 


ly worth Attention, may be miſtaken for 


Infidelity. Neither can it be deny'd that 
the Ideas conveyed under that reproachful 


Term, are very different in the Minds of 


different People, tho Themſelves equally 
pious : and are not exactly the ſame in the 
various Communities of Reformed Chriſti- 
ans ; To. which it is conſequent, that very 
different Proofs are, by different Perſons, 
required to be given, of what all equally 
call by the Name of Faith. I ſhall there- 
fore, for my own part, content myſelf with 


having born my own Teſtimony, however 
inconſiderable, in the following Piece, to 


the Truth of the Goſpel of Chriſt; only 


adding, and concluding with, the following 


Remarks with Reſpect to Divine Revelati- 


on—Thiat if any Man is ſo abſolutely ſure of 
Himſelf, as to be able to declare in the Pre- 


ſence of God, that He has diveſted his Mind: + 
of all Prejudices of all Kinds, eſpecially 
Thoſe inſpired by Senſual Appetites—that 
he has uſed impartially every Means in his 
Power of Knowledge, and Information 


has 


1 (19) 
has ſought for Truth with a ſincere Affecti- 
on—and has apply'd by Prayer for Divine 
Aſſiſtance, and Illumination. If ſuch a Man 
ſtill remains an Unbeliever; He knows his 
Plea, and muſt ſtand or fall to his own Maſ- 
ter, and Judge But as to ſuch unhappy Mor- 
tals, tho to their own Apprehenſion the Hap- 
pieſt, who have ſo far immers d themſelves in 
the Cares and Occupations of the preſent 
Moments, that they have not Leifare ſo 
much as to compute the Difference between 
That, and Eternity— Who are ſo laviſhly 
attach'd, and captivated, either to Vicious, 
or to Unprofitable Amuſements, as to give 
greater Attention to the Voice of Pleatare, 
than to the Voice of God— Who refuſe 
conſider the Pretenſions of Revelation f. 
Fear of Conviction, and reje& the Saviour 
of Mankind, upon the ſame Principle, on 
which the Jews rejected Him, becauſe his 
Kingdom is nt of this World Their Caſe 
appears terribly different from That of the 
former Species of Infidels — It imports 
Them highly to refle&, in Time, upon that 
Difference. 5 | | 
Jam with the fingereſt Reſpect, 
My Lord, © 
Your Lordſhip's moſt} dutiful 
and obegient humble Servant, 


; E. WESTON, 
January 31. 1756. | 
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che Gentleman's 
A DVI -& < 


To HIS 


NEIGHBOURS. 


My good Friends and Neighbours, 
EIN deſirous, during my 
A neceſſary Abſence from ##**# 
| to give You ſome Token of 
my Remembrance, ſome Proof 
that my Heart is with You, I thought 
I could not do it better, than in ſendin 
You my Opinion, and Advice, upon thols 
Things wherein Your Intereſt is con- 
cerned. 

I am perſuaded that none of You can 
have any Doubt of my Inclination to 


13 it upon all Occaſions, and hope 


have not paſſed my Time ſo unfruit- 
fully —— You, as that You ſhould 
be 2 a Loſs to know in what I think 
it * conſiſts. YL 


- 


— ———  —— — a 
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If I could ſuggeſt to You any Me- 
thod of improving Your Worldly Sub- 
ſtance, and adding to Your Wealth con- 
ſiſtently with good Conſcience, I would 
by no Means be ſilent upon that Head; 
* my preſent Addreſs to You has Ob- 
jets of another, and infinitely more va- 
luable Kind in View. 

It is very true, and I acknowledge 
it with Pleaſure, that Vou have able 
and religious Teachers in Vour ſeveral 
Pariſhes; and that You, hear from them, 
once every Week, that You have à Soul 
zo be ſaved, and by what Maps it is. to 
be ſaved. _ 

Vet I hope none of 3 are fo de- 
ſtitute of true ſauing Knowledge, as to 
think, that Religion is the Buſineſs of 
Your Sundoys only, or that the great 
Concern of Eternity deſerves no more 
than a Seventh Part of TIO Nen 
Time. 19181 

As Vou cannot be ſo great * 
to Your own Welfare, as to think thus 
narrowly of Religion, You ought, and I 
doubt not will, eſteem that Man Your 
Friend, who endeavours to bring it home 
to You, by informing Your Underſtand- 
ing, or at leaſt refreſhing Your Memory 
concerning the real Duties of it, in = 

er 


[23] 
der to make it a frequent Object of Your 


Reflexions in Your Houſes, in the Field, 


in the Markets, as well as in the Churches. 

I do not fay that You fhould think 
of nothing Elſe but Religion: for ther 
(as St. Paul ſays _ another Occaſion) 
muſt Te needs go out of the World. But 
this 1 fay, Ao You ſhould fo accuſtom 
Your Minds to the Defire, and Defign 
of pleaſing God in all Things, that You 
ſhould, even by Habit, make That the 
Standard of every Thought, every Word, 
and every Action. 

And do not imagine that my apply- 
ing myſelf to Tou upon this Subject is 
owing to any Apprehenſion that You have 


more Occaſion for ſuch Exhortations than 


Others: I can affure You moſt ſincerely, 
that it is not; for I can fay with Truth, 
that I hive: found You in General a 


Sober, Peaccable, and Uncorrupted = 0 


ple. But it is declared by 2. os 
that in many Things We offend a 
there is ſurely Naka ſo — good, but 
chat they may receive Benefit from Mu- 
tual Admonitions. 

Vou are certainly happy in deer ” 
ſuch a Diſtance from any of thoſe , 
Sinks of Iniquity, where Ingtatitude, — 
Diſreſpect to Our greateſt Benefactor is 
faſhionable, 
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If 1 could ſuggeſt to Vou any Me- 
thod of improving Your Worldly Sub- 
ſtance, and adding to Your Wealth con- 
ſiſtently with good Conſcience, I would 
by no Means be ſilent upon that Head; 
but my preſent Addreſs to Jou has Ob- 
jects of another, and infinitely more va- 
luable Kind in View. _ k i 
Tt is very true, and I acknowledge 
it with Pleaſure, that You have able 
and religious Teachers in Your ſeveral 
Pariſhes; and that You, hear from them, 
once every Week, that You. have a Soul 
to be ſaved, and by what Means it is to 
bane) ont, OVAL hes 
Yet. I hope none of You: are fo de- 
ſtitute of true _ ſaving Knowledge, as to 


think, that Religion is the Buſineſs of 


Your Sutdgys only, or that the great 
Concern of Eternity deſerves no more 
than a Seventh Part of Your preſent 
Time. Eb none aid 
As You cannot be fo great Enemies 
to Your own Welfare, as to think thus 
narrowly of Religion, You ought, and 1 
doubt not will, eſteem that Man Your 
Friend, who endeavours to bring it home 
to You, by informing Your Underſtand- 
ing, of at leaſt refreſhing Your Memory 
concerning the real Duties of it, in _— 
| er 
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der to make it a frequent nt Object of Your 
Reflexions in Vour Houſes, in the Field, 


in the Markets, as well as in the Churches. 

I do not fay that You fhould think 
of nothing Elfe but Religion: for ther 
(as St. Paul ſays upon another Occaſion) 

muſt Te needs go out of the World. But 
this I fay, that You ſhould fo accuſtom 
Your ind to the Defire, and Defign 
of pleaſing God in all Things, that You 
ſhould, even by Habit, make That the 
Standard of every Thought, every Word, 
and every Action. 

And do not imagine that my apply- 
ing myſelf to You upon this Subject is 
owing to any Apprehenſion that You have 
more Occaſion for ſuch Exhortations than 
Others : I ean affure You moſt ſincerely, 


that it is not; for I'can fay with Truth, 


that I hive: found You in General a 


Sober, Peaccable, and Uncorrupted — x 


ple. But it is declared by . ee 
that in many Things We offend a 

there is ſurely None ſo very good, but 
that they may receive Benefit from Mu- 
tual Admonitions. 

Vou are certainly happy in n = 
ſuch a Diſtance from any of thoſe ; 
Sinks of Iniquity, where Ingtatitude, — 
Diſreſpect to Our greateſt Benefactor is 


faſhionable, 
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faſhionable, and Neglect of our immot- 
tal Souls an Accompliſhment. You may 
thank God that the Contagion has not 
Tet reached You. 

It is a Melancholy Thing to conſider, 
that Thouſands of Thoſe who acknow- 
ledge their Expectation of a Future State, 
and of thoſe Rewards and Puniſhments, 
which God hath appointed, will not yet 
take ſo much Pains, nor exerciſe ſo much 
ſelf Denial for the obtaining the One, 
and avoiding the Other, tho' 0 0 
Eternal, as they do for procuring to 
themſelves the Enjoyment of ſome Mo- 
mentary Pleaſure, perhaps a Vicious one, 
or for the eſcaping ſome Bodily Diſtem- 
per, or other Temporary Evil. 

Lou cannot but be ſenſible of the 
Perverſeneſs and Abſurdity of ſuch a 
Conduct, and it will need no Reaſoning 
to convince You, that the true Standard, 
and Computation of Happineſs and Un- 
happineſs, is the Length, or Shortneſs 
of their Duration. | 
Let meadviſe You to make this Com- 
pres the Subject of Your frequent 
editation. You are, and juſtly, anxi- 
. ous about the Fruit and Product of Your 
worldly Care and Labour ; Endeavour 
to raiſe in- Your Minds the ſame Sollici- 
* | tude 
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tude about the Conſequences of all Your 
other Actions, remembring that the Pro- 
fit, or Loſs, is Eternal. 
I do nat propoſe to enter here into a 
icular Deſcrtion of every Point of 
Chriſtian Duty. I ſhould . a very 


ill Compliment, as well to Your worthy 
Miniſters, as to Yourſelves, in ſuppo- 
ſing Vou to want Inſtruction therein, I 
would rather excite You to the Practice 
of what You already know, than pre- 
tend to teach You any Thing, that You 
do not. 

You know as well as I, or any Man 
can tell You, What it is to be Honeſt, 
and Sober, and Chaſt, and Humble, and 
Meek; You know what is Good Na- 
ture, and Truth and Piety ; You are ac- 
. Quainted too, Who it is that ex 
theſe Things from You ; And what You 
have to hope, or to fear from Him. 

With this Knowledge, is it poſſible 
to be Unconcerned, and Indifferent? 
When Your Thoughts, and Words, and 


Actions here, have ſuch a Connexion 


with Eternity, Can Vou take a Step in 

this World, which will not put Vou in 

Mind of the Next ? 

Vet, tho I do not propoſe to enume- 

rate, 'and inforce » You every * 
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of God's Moral Law, there are two or 
three Points, which I cannot help men- 
tioning more particularly, _ 

The Firſt is what relates to the In- 
dulgence of unlawful Love, which, tho' 
moſt expteſsly prohibited by the Goſpel, 
is treated by many, in this enlightened 
Age, and Country, as a light Offence : 
And there are ſome, who- will talk of 
their own Tranſgreſſions againſt this Di- 
vine Law, without Remorſe ; and even 
boaſt of their diabolical Conqueſts over 
Innocence, and Virtue, 8 

Againſt this Crime therefore, I would 
endeavour, in an eſpecial Manner, to 
arm Vour Minds, becauſe there is more 
than ordinary Danger from Without, 
as well as from Within; from the Sug- 
geſtions of profligate Companions, % 2 
ed and abetted by Thoſe of inward 
Paſſion. | 
But conſider, or, if You have no Oc- 
caſion Yourſelf for ſuch Confideration, 


make the Young People, for whom 


You may be concerned, as a Father, or 
Maſter, conſider, that He who corrupts 
a Woman, is guilty of a vile Diſhoneſty; 
that he robs ſome Husband of the Pro- 
perty which God has allotted him, and 
of the Peace, and Happineſs of his Life ; 


that 
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that He brings Diſcredit, and Grief upon 
ſome Father, Mother, or other Relati- 
ons; that he gives Birth perhaps to an 
Infant, whoſe Innocence will not pro- 
tect Him from the Reproaches of his 
Parent's Infamy; that he ſtrips, and 
plunders a Fellow Creature of that Vir- 
tue, which ſhould ſupport Her in this 
World, and in the next; that He is 
very probably the Occaſion of Diſtreſs, 
and Miſery to the Partner of his Shame, 
and very 2 too, of her being dri- 
ven by that Diſtreſs, to an abandon'd 
Proſtitution ; And what elſe can he ex- 
pe& at the Hands of the Righteous 
Judge, but to be called to anſwer, in 
the laſt Day, for the Soul, which he has 
deſtroyed, and to take his Share in the 
Puniſhment of every Sin, of which he 
R a 

But perhaps, He is not the Corrypter, 
He — Follows in the Track of Vice 
began by another: Is he therefore inno- 
cent? Will He, that receives the Stolen 
Goods, be allowed to plead that he did 
not Steal Them ? Let this Wiſe Diſtin- 
guiſher bring forth his Reaſons; Let him 
ſee if he can juſtify, before his Maker 
and his Judge, the comforting, abettipg 
and encouraging a Fellow 


= bellion 


* 


Subject in Re- 
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bellion againſt Him; the paying the 
Price of Sin, by hiring another to com- 
mit it, and the preventing, as much as 
in him lies, the return of a Guilty Soul 
to God. 

When Vou reflect upon theſe Things, 
You will ſee very plainly the Reaſon, 
why St. Paul has fo poſitively declared, 
that * no Adulterer, nor Fornicator ſha! 


enter into the Kingdonl of God. And 


# 


I hope Your Reflexion theretipon will 


be ſufficient to keep You clear from 


thoſe Great Offences, 


But perhaps ſome may think, that if 


they keep to one Woman only, living 
with her in all Reſpects as a jusband 
with a Wife, the Matrimonial Ceremony 
may be fafely omitted, as a mere hu- 
man Inſtitution. But let ſuch aſk their 
own Conſciences, whether their ſecret 
Reaſon for omitting that Ceremony, be 
not; that They may have the Liberty of 
ſeparating Themſelves, at their Pleaſure, 
from the Woman, whom they pretend 
to regard as a Wife ; And, if that be 
the Caſe, Let them not repreſent that 
Conduct as Conformable to the Law of 
God, which is founded upon a Reſer- 
vation to themſelves of a Power to break 


© 1 Cor. vi. 9. 
13 
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it, whenever they ſhall be weary of com- 
plying with it. 
But theſe Irregularities are, I hope, 
very rare amongſt Us. 

The Thing which I ſhall next men- 
tion to You, and deſire to Caution You 
againſt, is Gaming, Which is of late, 
to the great Grief of all good Men, crept 
into ſeveral Towns in Your Neighbour- 
hood. Conſider this only in the Light 
of Worldly Prudence, Can You think it 
reaſonable to hazard What You have 
earn'd with the Sweat of Vour Brow, 
by long Labour, and Care, upon the 


Chance of a Moment, and to hazard it 


perhaps againſt Thoſe, whoſe Profeſſion 
is Knavery, and who have no other 
Subſiſtence but what ariſes from the 
Plunder of Your unguarded Simplicity? 
Or can You expect Honeſty, and a faith» 
ful Management of Your Concerns from 
Your Sons, and Servants, if You ſuffer 
them to expoſe themſelves to fo great a 
Trmptation ? 

Look upon this Practice in a Religi- 
ous View, Can there be a greater Im- 
morality than to ſtake the ce 
of Your Wife, and Children, upon the 
Caſt of a Dye, or Turn of a Card; to 


play for the future Happineſs of he 


70 
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felf, or Neighbour ; and to put Yours 
{elf Voluntarily into a Situation, where 
You muſt either ruin, or be ruined ; 
and Where, if You have any Pleaſure, 
it muſt ariſe from the Grief, and Miſery 
of Your Fellow Chriſtian? _ h 
If there be Drunkenneſs amangſt You, 
if there be Swearing, and Obſcene Talk- 
ing, if Pilfering amongſt the rer 
Sort, eſpecially from their Benefactors, 
and any Species of Diſboneſiy and Fraud, 
with regard to Buying, Selling, Paying 
of Rent, Tythes, Taxes, or any other 
Matter, amongſt the more Subſtantial z 
J have the Pleaſure of thinking that 
they are not very commonly practiſed 
in our Country, and ſhall therefore con» 
tent myſelf with exborting Thoſe un- 
happy People, whoſe Conſciences may 
accuſe them of any ſuch Tranſgreſſions, 
to remember, before it is too late, that 
for all theſe Things God ſhall bring them 
o Judgement. 3 
If theſe Reflexions make the Impreſ- 
ſion they ought upon You, and You are 
deſirous to know more perfectly, What 
Du ſhould do to be ſaved, the beſt Ad- 
vice which I can give You, is, to ſeek 
for the Law of God, in the Book of 
God, 
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God, and to compare Your Behaviout 
with the Rules laid down in the Goſpel. 
Tou will there ſee what Sort of Obe - 
dience is required by Our Lord and Sa- 
viour, to make us worthy Members of 
his Kingdom; that it muſt be a Com- 
pliance, not with This, or That, but 
with all his Commands; That it muſt 
proceed from a purified Heart,, purified, 
as much as poſſible in this Carnal State, 
from all ſecret Approbation of Sin. 
and from a fincere Defire of pleaſing 
You will fee too, that the promoting 
this Glory of God, this Univerſal Obe- 
dience of his Creatures to him, was of 
ſo great Conſequence, that it was the 
Cauſe, why * all Scripture was given, 
and one of the great Objects even of the 
Death of Chriſt, We > 
And You will obſerve that, amongſt 
all thoſe Commandments of God, what 
is chiefly inſiſted on, as the New, the 
Royal, and the moſt important Law, is 
Charity, which I chuſe to mention par- 
. ticularly to You, that You may not un- 
derſtand it, in that Narrow and Limited 
Senſe only, to which our Language com- 
monly applys it; I mean the giving 
2 Tim, ii. 16, 19. Ti. Þ. t& 


Alms 
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Alms to the Poor, (That being in Truth 
but one Branch of it) But may know, 
that, when You are ordered to be Cha- 
ritable, You are ordered to bear ſincere 
Good-Will to all Men, of all Denomi- 
nations, of all Countrys, of all Secs, 
and Partys; looking upon them, with- 
out Diſtinction, as Your Nerghbours, for- 
giving Offences, juſtifying Characters, 


diſcouraging Scandal, reconciling Diffe- 


rences, and ſeeking all Opportunities to 
promote the Welfare, both Temporal 
and Eternal, of all, with whom You 
have any Connexion. 

Laſtly, You will ſee with Joy and 
Gratitude, that to him, who thus ſin- 
cerely obeys God, delighting in the Per- 
formance of his Will, and preferring his 
Approbation to all other Things what- 
ſoever, Exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes are made, and that even Ever- 
laſting Happineſs, an Eternal Weight of 
Glory, (as it is ſtiled by St. Paul) is 
reſerved for Thoſe, who ſhall come off 


+ Conquerors in this Contention with the 


World, with Themſelves, and with the 
great Adverſary of God, and Man ; Not 
however, as due to the Merit of our 
own imperfect Performances, but from 
the free Gift and Bounty of God, in 

| Con- 


! 
Confideration of the Death and Sacrifice 
of Our blefſed Saviour, the only begot- 
ten Son of God, who dyed upon the 
Croſs for our Sins, and gave his Life, as 
he has himſelf declated * 2 Ranſom for 
Many. 

Now this being the Cale; You will 
not wonder to find that Faith in this 
great Author of our Salvation, (bis.) A 
firm Reliance upon thè Promiſes of God 
thro' him, ſhould be likewiſe required 
of Us, and that, as Abraham's Depen- 
dance upon the Power and Veracity 'of 
God, firſt to give him a Son, and then | 
to raiſe that Son from the Dead, both 
contrary to the common Courſe of Na- 
ture, was reckon'd to him fez Righ- 
teouſneſs, So We too, ſhould be — 
ed to give Credit (if 1 may ſo fay) to 
Almighty God, for the Means cos 
Reſtoration, and Reconcilement to him, 
tho' incomprehenſible to Us; and to 
accept of Happineſs in the Way, where- 
in he is pleaſed to offer it. Fot if You 
will + count the Blood of the Covenant 
an' un lyT bing, how can You be ſancti- 
fied by it? It You reject the Sacrifice, 
What Fil can You have in the Attone- 
ment ? 


Matt. xx. 28. Mark x. 45. + Heb. x. 29. 
E When 
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When You have fully confider'd and 
ponder'd in Your Hearts this great and 
wonderful Inſtance of the Mercy, and 
Love of God, and have added to it all 
the other innumerable Bleſſings, for which 
we are all indebted to his Gracious Pro- 
vidence, You will hardly want the Aſ- 
ſiſtance even of Scripture, to teach Vou, 
that he is to be reciprocally Loved, by 
his Creatures, and conſtantly Worſhip- 
ed by Them, (viz.) adored and praiſed 
with humble Thankſgiving in Publick, 
and in Private, for his infinite Goodneſs, 
and intreated with the devouteſt Pray- 
ers to continue it to Us. If You judge 
rightly of Yourſelf and of Him, You 
will think it Your higheſt Privilege, and 
Honour, and Comfort to have this Ac- 
ceſs to him thro' Chriſt, and will omit 
no Opportunity of teſtifying Your Gra- 
titude, acknowledging Your Dependence, 
and proclaiming Your Truft in him; And 
more particularly, if You find any pecu- 
liar Method inſtituted by our great Re- 


deemer for our perpetual Commemora- 
tion of what he did, and ſuffered for 
Us, (as You will find ſuch a One in 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper) 
You will not be divcrted by any trivial 
and unworthy Pretences from appearing 


- conſtantly 
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conſtantly there, to declare Your Subjec- 
tion, to avow Your Obligations, and to 
renew Your Engagements, in the Face 
of the Congregation, to this moſt High, 
moſt Powerful, and moſt Beneficent 
Saviour, 3 
But if, upon thus ſearching the Scri 

tures, as I have before adviſed You, in 
Order to learn the Will of God, You 
ſhould be terrified with the long Cata- 
logue of Duties, and with the Penalties 
under which they are enacted ; If, upon 
comparing the Taſk to be performed 
with Your own Strength to perform it, 
Your Heart ſhould faint within You, fo 
that You ſhould be ready to cry out, 
Wha is equal to theſe Things ? The ſame 
Scripture will give You Comfort herein 
alſo, for it will teach You that We are 
not as formerly, under the rigid Cove- 
nant, either of the Adamical, or Mo- 
faical Law, where every Tranſgreſſion 
was Fatal, and no Supernatural Aſſiſt- 
ance promiſed ; But that the fame Mer- 
ciful Lawgiver, who has aſſigned ever- 
laſting Rewards to Obedience, has given 
Us by the Goſpel Covenant his Holy 
Spirit to aid Us in Obeying, to direct Us 
in the Way, and ftrengthen Us in the 
| / Purſuit 
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Purſuit of Eternal Glory. This is that 
Spirit of God, that Advocate or Com- 
forter, whom Our Saviour promiſed to 
all Believers, the Spirit which. both raiſ- 
ed Him from the Dead, and who will 
raiſe Us too, if We concur with: his 
holy Motions, firſt from the Death of 
Sin, and, in God's due Ti ime, from the 
Death of Nature alſo. 

But this is not all: The Mercy of 
God does not ſtop here neither. Chri- 
ſtianity ĩs not more a Law of Faith, and 
of Practice, than it is a Proclamation of 
Pardon. This is the Good News which 
our Saviour himſelf came to tell Us, and 
which he ordered his Diſciples to carry 
into all Parts of the World —the Doctrine 
of Repentance unto Life. 

And beſides all this, We have a mer- 
ciful conſtant Interceſſor, in Our behalf, 
at the Right Hand of God, the ſame, 
who created Us, who died for Us, and 
who will hereafter judge Us. If any 
Man Sin, ſays St. John, We bave an Ad- 
vocate with the Father Jeſus Chriſt the 
Righteous, and He is the Propitietion for 
Our Sins. 

If any one. therefore has been fo 
unhappy as to ipend fome Part of his 
Life 
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Life in Diſobedience, or if the - Courſe 
of his Duty be ſometimes interrupted 

y ſudden Effects of Surpriae and human 

aſſion, Let him not therefore deſpair 
of Mercy, but endeavour ſincerely to 
qualify himſelf for it, by Complying 
with the Terms of the Goſpel, I mean, 
by a true and unfeigned Repentance, 
which conſiſts in the Sorrow and Shame 
of having Offended; in a Change of the 
Mind, and Diſpoſition, from Evil - to 
Good ; in a total abandoning of all thoſe 
Things, wherein We have Sinned; and 
in turning with the whole Heart unto 
God ; humbly imploring Pardon of what 
is paſt, for his Sake, who died to obtain 
that Pardon for Us ; and begging the 
Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit to ſecure 
Us from future Miſcarriages. | 
If any Man be diſſatisfied with this 
$ketch of Chriſtian Duty and Chriſtian 
Faith—If he would direct You to other 
Mediators between God and Man, be- 
ſides the Man Chriſt Jeſus—If he would 
teach You new, and different Methods 
of obtaining Reconciliation, and Pardon. 
If he would have You think meanly 
of Moral Virtue, as of no Value in the 
dight of God, and perſuade You, Con- 
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trary to the expreſs Declaration of St, 
Fobn, that * He that does Rightcouſnefs 
ts not Righteous ; both multiplying, and 
magnifying the Terms of Our Salvation, 
beyond what our Saviour, and his Apo- 
ſtles taught, and requiring Angelical Per- 
fection of Mortal Man—Or, if he would 
make - You believe; that the Spirit of 
God does not only afſiſt, and ſtrengthen 
Us in our Courſe, but does i in Effect run 
it in our ſtead, being the Sole Doer of 
all our Good Deeds, and Performer of 
all our Obedience ; leaving thereby no 
real Choice of Good and Evil in Man, 
and Conſequently neither Room for pre- 
ſent Tryal, nor Equity in Future Judge- 
ment. And if he tells You that the Ope- 
rations of this ſame Spirit muſt be felt, 
and diſtinguiſhed within You, perplex- 
ing Your Minds, with ſubtle Queſtions 
of Man's Wiſdom, about Grace, and 
Regeneration, and Experiences, and In- 
ſtantaneons Converſions—The beſt Ad- 
vice that I can give You in ſuch'a Caſe, 
is, to require a Proof of ſuch Teachers, 
as Theſe, that they are not wife above 
ubat ic dritten, by calling on them to 
thew You their Doctrines plainly con- 
tained in the Word of God. And let 


F 1 Ep. iii. 7. 
not 
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not any one impoſe upon Your Sitpli- 
city by the Uſe of hard unſcriptural 
Terms, 'or- by long and difficult Infe- 
rences pretended to be deduced from 
Thence, for You may be aſſured, that 
what is not there clearly expreſſed, and 
does not lye open to Your Comprehen- 
ſion, can be no Law to You, ſince it is 
impoſſible that God ſhould impoſe any 
Law upon his Creatures, and make the 
Terms of it at the ſame Time unintel- 
ligible to them; and little leſs than Blaſ- 

vc to ſuppoſe, that the Righteous * 
Judge ſhould try Us by a Rule, which 
e hag not given Us Capacities either to 
find Out, or to Underſtand. . 

If indeed any Perſon imagines, that 
by ſuperior Degrees of Knowleds > ace 
quired by the immediate Impulſe and 


Illumination of the Spirit (which ſome 
lay Claim to) be has diſcovered new and 
more exalted Rules of Chriſtian Duty, 


with Reſpect either to Belief, or Practice, 
They may in Truth become obligatory 
upon Him, to whom they ſhould thus 
appear in the Light of Duties. But 
let not that Man pretend to impoſe his + 
Perſuaſions upon the Conſciences of 

Others, till he can produce his yak 
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